A Collection of Crabs from A or Island, 
South China Sea. 

By M. W. F. Tnveedig, m.a., c.m.z.s. 

In June, 1938, ! spent two weeks on A or, a small island 
si t unto d about 50 miles cluij east of Merging in J oho re. In tho 
.strait between the island and an islet oft' its northern tip there 
is a fringing coral reef and a collection of Crustacea was made 
from it, A few were collected between tide marks, but the 
greater number was obtained by diving at low tide over the 
permanently submerged pari of the reef and bringing to the 
surface pieces of coral which were put into an attendant boat and 
taken on shore to be broken up. 

The Stomatopuda taken on this expedition have been 
reported on i Tweedic, 19-19) ; the common Gunoductyhis chimin-a 
i Fab.) was taken in addition to the two species mentioned. 

My thanks are due to Miss A, M r Buitendijk for assistance 
in identifying some of tho Xanthidae when \ visited Leiden in 
1947. She also examined the Dromiidae and Oxyrhyneha which 
are commented on in her paper in this journal (pp. 59-81). 

The material collected of Trapezia (Xanthidae) was sent 
foi study to Dr. h\ A. Chaco, who has not yet completed his 
examination of them. 

I have used the abbreviations cb, and cl, to indicate breadth 
and length of carapace. 

Family Dromudne 

Cryptoclromia tube rcula til vur jiileifera A3 cock. 

A male and a female, which are commented on by Miss 
Buitendijk on p. CO of this journal. 

Family Mali due 

Two species in this family were collected and have been 
identified Gy Miss Buitendijk who reports on them in Lhis 
journal. 

JVlkippa platipea Rupp., p. 58. 

'Lylocareinus styx fHei'bst.), p. 6G. 
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Family Portitnidae 
Chary bdis annuluta (Fabr)< 

LiiEN l", lass, p. go, 

A male, cb. 17 mm. 

NeiAunus longispinosus (Dana). 

alcock, ift&a, p. -u>. 

TJalss, 1924, p 3f 1938, p. 31. 

The single specimen taken was identified by Di\ E, Nb Chopra 
by comparison with material in the Indian Museum. 

Thalamita adinota (JHcrbst)* 

Alcuuk, 1899, p, 82. 

Bon&AftAiLt, 1003. p. 203. 

This is the commonest PorLunid found and occurs between 
tide-marks. A good series was obtained and all appear to 
belong to the typical form us indicated by Borradailc's key. 

The first male pleopod is illustrated at fig. 2b. 

Thalamitii danae Sthnpson. 

ALdoCK, 1899, P- 77; v- 70 (A sEtmpe™), 

SKKN, '5034, p. 52. 

A small male- and female. 

Opinion still seems to be divided as to whether this species 
and T* stiwxpxom A*M + E, are distinct. I follow Shell in uniting 
thorn, but Sakai (139, p. 415, 415) maintains the two species. 

Thalamita pic la Stimpson. _ 

ALOOCK t 185)9, p. 79. 

SiiEK. 5 037, p, 133. 

Sakai, 1939, p, 417, 

A single male. 

Thalamita pryiua (Herbst). 

AlCQCK, 1S99, p. 78. 

CalmaK, 1900, p, 22, 
l„urniE r 199G, p. 418. 

MONTGOMERY, L93l, p. 42,7"430, 
is H EN, 1927, p. 133. 

Sakai, 1939, p. 41 ft 

It Siay become customary to refer to ppjrnm all forms of 
TJuiktmita in which the front is cut into eight lobes, the basal 
antennal joint exceeds in breadth the diameter of the orbit and 
bears a row of spines, and the fourth antero-Iaterat tooth is small 
or rudimentary, and to maintain as specifically distinct a number 
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mi" forms differing in Lite absence of spines on the basal antennal 
joint andi in the fourth antero-lateral tooth not being smaller 
than the rest, although Kossman regarded all those forma as 
nonspecific with prymu and Alcock (IS66, p. 76) endorsed hip 
view* 




Fig, l. Outline <jf frontal lobes and distal abdominal segments of 
Tiuibimila [H-ymntL, form a (sl) imd form b (10, 

blot even the snore restricted designation of the species is 
not w ithou t com p I ioatio n s* Montgomery (1931, p, 430) provides 
a key to the varieties of T. tynjmnu (taking the view of Koasman 
and Alcuck referred to above), and distinguishes four forms 
having the characters of T. prymna sewt-u. stricti&re. These are; 
T. pnjmna (Herbst), T, prymna var (innectaiis Laurie, T. 
prmnna var putaurti Montgomery and the form deacribcd under 
Hi a 3j by Caiman (1900, p. 22)* It would appear that the names 
prymita and annectanx in the key should he transposed, as the 
author makes it dear in his text (i>. 42S) that, in his opinion the 
transverse ridge on the gastric region is not continued to the 
lateral margin in yryttnui whereas in '.nuivdaiui it is so. 

In the present collection there are two forms which have the 
characters of T. prymna in the more restricted sense, but which 
appear to he distinct. I will follow Caiman's practice and 
designate them a and b. 

a t This" is the common form found around Singapore,' one 
specimen was taken at Aor, The carapace and chelipeds are 
covered with a dense tomenturn and the spin illation and granula¬ 
tion of the wrist and hand is just as described by Montgomery 
for bis var. -pefcarfi. It differs from pelsartl (and agrees with 
Montgomery’s conception of yrymntt) in having the mid-gastric 
transverse ridge without lateral continuations to the notch 
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between the first anti second anterodateral teeth* The fourth of 
ihese te-th could be described as "rudimentary” or 11 not so 
comply a rudiment" with equal propriety- The outline of the 
frontal mbes and that of the last two mate abdominal segments 
are illustrated at fig. la. 

b. A female is in the collect ton from A or and a larger male 
was taken at Horsburgh Lighthouse in 1934, also in the South 
China Sea, about BO miles south ol ! Aor. The carapace in almost 
hairless, jiilo.se only between the bases of the anterolateral 
spines and in front of the lateral parts of the anterior granular 
ridge* The mid-gastric ridge is continued laterally to the natch 
between the first and second antciolaLeraJ teeth and the fourth 
tooth is smaller than in a-, quite rudimentary, 'I he chelae have 
the lower surface of the palm quite smooth and only a faint 
central granular crest on the inner surface- of the tw r o longitu¬ 
dinal ridges on the outer surface of the palm, the low r er is faintly 
granular, the upper more distinctly so, the space between them is 
smooth and hairless, the whole chelipec! being, almost devoid of 
tomenturn. The frontal Jobes are remarkably square cut and 
closely approximated, they are illustrated, together with the male 
abdomen! at fig* lb H 

Shen, when he reported nn the Raffles Museum Portunidue 
in 1937* had examined specimens of a and the Ilorsburgh 
Lighthouse specimen of b, but made no distinction between them* 

Oatoptrus nilidus A.M.-E. 

TesOIE, 19 IBB, p. m. 

Balss, 193BA, p. 2&* 

Ten specimens* the largest 3.7 mm. cb* 


Family Xnnthidae 

Actaea armala (A.M.-E,)* 

OPH W ict, 1925, p. 7£, 

One small male, ch. 14 man 

Actaea olvipes {Dana}* 

ApCDCK, Ifl9£j |j. 147; 14B (A. foESutatu), 

OUHNFJt, 1925, p* OB. 

WaHU, 1934, p. IB (A. foosufata}. 

Sakai, iijISP, j>., 493* 

Twgedie, 1947, p. 29. 

A series of tin, the largest a male, 19,5 mm* cb. 
i have compared this series with specimens from Christmas 
Island (including the one referred to A. fossulatti by Ward in 
1934) and from Cocos Keeling Islands* Those from the two 
Indian Ocean localities have the carapace less pitted, so that the 
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regions and Ataro-lge ra 'J^^ l ^ 1 w^regiuns. do wU 
.-..itn^s from Aon Specim ' fAn rnr-ters of cwoipes and 

however, display ‘A Ep ^ ueki ; md in all other rcspeeWaru 

r'utftfd'tolw ^ fwrmuK-ted - certainly conflpecihc. 

so alike that 1 . Owner's action in reducmg 

(C^rd. to the synonymy rf cavipe* (Dana). 

Aetata hirsutissma (Uapp<)* . . 

AThCOCK, 1BS9, P- LU. 

ouhskr, m p- ^ , 

A series of six, the 'a^ ;■ m “’ “^ ra ,ountl Singapore 

i-J^45SSs" haveb “ n 0 

Orgeat in the collection is ^ T ixm. on. 

Actaea rufepunctata (II.M.-E.) ■ 

AUCOCi, 15^ £j - 1l ^' 

OptfN^Sp P’ CUt 
On^ small male. 

Aclaea spuciosa (Dana), 

A-L^OCti, IF&Sl P’ 

Z&S^*** the ^ »* - * 

Ateigntis mtegenimus (Lam.) 

Atei-gatis lloriUos (U- ~ tide marks. They are 

Atar^tn^ luLiitfii Mcmtroasier, 

WdHTiiom 1^. P- ^ ■ 25d+ imi p r \m 

A. MltMI’ee StoWAllDS. 1503, p. ^ 

T^AP&a, I^’^j P' li5r '' 

A. nnile of cb. r, i - J1111 ■ since its discovery in 

by Balss - ftom 

platypodia ^mmdosu (Rupp.)- 

AlXluCilt, iB^^i P' 101’ 

IIaus, 19SSB, p. (P. tfnfltoW)- 

RUlTK'SPlJKi 1 tlH i I>h 3 f J-b 

On the Cfifif between tide marks. 
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Fig. 2. Firsl male pleop&dj of a, Atcrgatoptfia Inmnii itmE li, TUtiltiviila 
ailmvtti* 

Miss Buitendijlc examined a series from the collection, 
including specimens from Aor Island r Malacca Strait and near 
Singapore, She remarks on. them as follows;— 

"In some of the specimens from Aor Island the row of 
grannies on the upper margin of the palm is almost cristi- 
fijj'ni, but they clearly belong to the present species and not 
tocristata 1865^ p, 2-U5 ,pL 16, fig. 1} for this crest 

is very alightly developed, and moreover the carapace is less 
distinctly tabulated anti the granules smaller than is usual 
in Milne-Edwards' species. 1 '' 

It was such specimens (from near Singapore) that were 
referred by Dr. Bales (l9;i8B, p. S3) to P. Lrixtata, which does 
not, so far as 1 know, occur on or near tire Malayan coasts, 

Platypodia semigninusa (Heller)* 

Kultenih.i a. U’-ll, p. 3(J&, 
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A single female, ideutified by Miss Buitendijk, who coal¬ 
men ts as follows:— 

"The lobulation of the carapace is slightly less distinct 
tlunp is usual in this species and the surface of the. palm is 
granular all over, both characters which recall P. tom&nlom 
(De Man, 1S88 P [k 24G, pi. a. fig. 4K Ita identity is con¬ 
tinued, however, hv a male collected by the Snell ins Expedi¬ 
tion at Sissie, which shows the same characters but is proved 
by the form of its pleopods to hi- scmipraao^ci 11 . 

Euxanthus exsculptus (Herhst), 

Arctic k, ltiyy, p. HO {E, vuliisuti). 
sakae, i&3y P p. 4Bi, 

A female, eb. -19 mm., a smaller male and two juveniles. 

L u p h 07,my m us p ul c lie IE us A. M -E . 

balss. 193 &A, p. -to. 

Two males and three females, the largest a female of 15.5 
mrru cb. 

Xa lit bias lamurckii (E-LM,—13,)- 
alcock, leyy, p. 1^7, 

J^Al.&LS, lyriSA, p. rsU, 

Sakai, 1939, p. -m t -u;7. 

Two males and u female. 

Genus N coho mem Gdhner 
0 E) M NEB, 1&25, p, £5, 

When he established this genus Gdhner included in it nine 
species, a key to which is given on p. 38 of his paper, and all of 
which ho described and figured. Since 19145 two species have 
been described, :V. nakagut-ii Sakai (1939, p. 478) from Japan 
and A r . xtriata Euitendijk (1941, p. 39b) from Obi baton in the 
Moluccas. 

Three species are in the present collection, one of which 
appears to be new. 

Neoiionicnt insuluris (White). 

QniCNKFL, 1925, p, 32. 

Wapd, 1332, p, 241 
Sakai, 1339, p. 477. 

Three males and four females, the largest a male of 33 mm. 
cb. A held note describes them as bright crimson m life* 

NeuE foment variolosa (A.M.-F,). 

OrntNES, 1925, p. 30. 

Four males ami two females, the largest a male of eb* 31 mm. 


MUS. 21 , 1940 , 
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S, NeQtimiit m avata sp.ii, Dorset view and liurger chela, 

Typr, a female of cb, IK,7, el. 12.6 mm, Paralyse and only 
other .specimen! a female 15.3 x 10 mm. 

Description, Carapace oval appearing perfectly smooth, a 
hue even granulation being visible only under strong magnifica¬ 
tion. Iiegional sculpturing of lhe carapace us almost obsolete 
being confined to the lobes of the front and a short groove extend¬ 
ing hack from the median frontal incision; faint, shallow grooves 
limiting th t 1 o rbita! repi ons; even fainter s u btimrgina I groo vos oi i 
the second and third anterolateral lobes, that on the third 
extending only on its anterior half; n very short, shallow groove 
between the third and fourth (last) antero-Iateral lobes. These 
Lubes are faintly defined by shallow indistinct notches, the 
anterior three broad, the fourth small. The usual submarginal 
groove at [lie posterior margin is dearly marked. 

Phe antennal region and maxlllipeds are similar to those of 
.V. htsularii j. 
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Tim chelipads are unequal, the left the larger in 1 j oil l speci¬ 
mens* The palms are smooth without any granules, faintly 
punctate on their upper outer surface. The lingers ;nv grooved 
amt LooLhed as shown at hk 3* 

The walking kps are smooth, the merj compressed but 
without keels. The joints distal to die meri are rather sparsely 
head with golden hairs; there ore no hairs whatever on the 
cep link the rax. 

The colour of the preserved specimens Is white, and the crab 
was probably red in life. The fingers are unpLamented; those 
of jV. riisithtris, taken at the same time, are coloured brown. 

A .V. ovutn is nearest to Ah in&ul&riis, with which it 

agrees in the absence of hair and of visible granulation of tin- 
carapace. The inflated carapace with almost wholly obsolete 
sculpture' the lack of visible granules or the chelae and tire 
unkoekd joints of the legs immediately distinguish ovtda. 

A', aalea {jutd Sakai agrees with nvata in having the carapace 
inflated and the sculpture obsolete: in this species, however, die 
carapace is visibly granular and the abdomen, external maxill i- 
peds and walking legs are covered with downy fur. 

Key to the species of Neoliornem, adapted from that of 
Qdhner with three additional speoies. Page and figure references 
are lu the text and plate 11 of Odliner, 1025. 

L Carapace smooth, without visible granulation 2, 

— Surface of carapace granular 2. 

2, Sculpture of carapace distinct; rners of kgs strongiy 
keekd. mstitom (p. 22, fig, 14)* 

— Carapace ovate with sculpture practically obsolete; meri 
of legs not keeled ovata sp.u, 

d, Scul ptu re of carapace almost obsolete, the bifurcation of 
the median frontal groove which embraces the tip of 
3 M is not defined 4* 

— Sculpture distinct or indistinct, but the bifurcation of r 

the median frontal groove is always defined 5. 

4. Surface of carapace hairy: its anterolateral borders 
crested •practexta (p. 34, fig- 15)- 

— Surface of carapace hairless, its borders not crested 

xalcatj-utii (Sakai, 1030)* 

5* Areolatien of carapace wadl defined, 2M being divided by 
a longitudinal groove, 6. 

— Areolatiun weakly defined or nearly absent, 2 M, if 
defined, is entire 7. 

ti. Lateral borders strongly Jobed ; IM defined 

scdRjeci (p. 31, fig, 11). 

Hu a. ai, my. [91 ] 
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— Lateral borders almost entire; 1M not defined 

sundakii (p. 31 p |ig r 12) h 
7. Surface of carapace beset with numerous transverse 
rows of granules, between which it is smooth 

striata (Euitendijk, liHlJ, 

Granules of the carapace not arranged in transverse 
rows y 

y. Carapace nearly twice as broad as long, eb/d more 
than 1,8 (> 

— Carapace less broad t eb/d Jess than 1.7 Hi. 

Two short transverse paralld grooves running inwards 
on each side I ruin the lateral margin richf.ersi (p. 33 

m , * % 

— rJo such transverse parallel grooves pube&cenit (p, 23, 

__ hg- 6, 7), 

in. Antero-IateraJ borders strongly Iobed variolosa (p. 30, 

fig, 10), 

— An ter o-l moral borders weakly Iobed intermedia (p, 2y, 

fig- &)♦ 

— Antero-'aterd borders without any trace of lobes 

nobilii (p, BU, lig. 9). 

C11 lorod opsis pjj u m n< t] des {Whi te), 
n.^rss, 133SA, p, 5y;-i&3SB, p . bh, 

SAKAi, 1939, p. BOB. 

A male of cb. 33 mm, 

Raisa (1938E) reports a male from Sultan Shoal, near 
Singapore, cb. {>0, cl. -10 mm. as the largest recorded. Another 
male From Hors burgh Lighthouse, South China Sea, also in the 
i l ailies Museum Collection measures 63 x 42.5 mm. 

(’UloiodupSiJs nigrocrinita (Stimpson), 

Saka;, 1339, p. &04. 

A series, the largest a male of 13.5 mm cb. 

These specimens conform closely to Sakai's description of 
the species, 

Bhymodius unguiaius (J-LM.-E.). 

Gordon, 1U34, ii, 37 , 3B. 

Or. e male of eU 18 mm, 

Lriphin laevimam Latr, and var. smithii McLeay. 

Al. cock, lgyfl, p. '214, 216, 

Sakai, 1933, p. 522, 52B. 

Two specimens of the forma, fypica and one of the variety. 
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The male pleopods appear to me to be identical and 3 suspect 
that this is a case of dimorphism within a single species, 

Glahropiluinnus laevimumi* (Pans), 

DalsSj 1933, p. 31; I93SA, p. Ip; 193BR, p. 61, 

A series from the reef between tide marks,. 

Tetr&lia gluberrima (Herbst), 
ai.ccck, 1B9S, p, 223, 

Sakai, 1039, p. 553. 

A series. 

Dompceta hispida Eyd. and Soul. 

AxCOCK f ByS, p. 233. 

SAKrtl. 1039, p. 553, 

A male and a female. 

Family Gecareinidae 
Gecarcuitk-a humei (Wood Mason). 

TwEEDlEt 1047, p, 36, 37. 

I have given my reasons (Le.) for adopting the above 
combination to designate Gecarcoidea Uilandii l-E.M.-E, (-^ 
HytacocaTrinus htmici Wood Mason).. 

Three specimens from Aor, a male of 94 mm. cb. a female of 
KQ mm. and another damaged female are abundantly distinct 
from G. h. natatl'i and judging from my notes on to polypi cal 
material of G. h. hu-mei (lD47 t p< 38, 39) T arc separable from the 
typical form. I had no hesitation in maintaining the -very 
distinct geographical race w [.tofts, which there is every reason 
to suppose is endemic lo Christmas Island, but i prefer not to 
give a trinomial designation to the Aor form at present. 1 have 
luj specimens of the typical race now with which to compare it, 
and in any ciiso a com pie hens ive survey of the species throughout 
its range should precede tire naming of any but the most isolated 
and atypical forms. 

The specimens from Aor appear to differ from C. h. humei 
chiefly in the greater number of spines on the dactylar ridges of 
the legs. The spines on the impaired upper posterior ridges, 
which i found to range from one to eight on the dactyl! of 
/uitaiiu and from sly to twelve in three specimens of hunn i r range 
from ten to twenty-five in the Aor specimens. When a complete 
count is made of the spines on these ridges on all eight legs the 
number in the two intact specimens from Aor is ! 15 and 15b. 
Analogous figures for huvu-i were 75 and SI and the average in 
vatu Ha is S3, 


M VS. 21, 1 Lr-Ul. 


[93] 



M* W, l\ TW 33 EDIE 

In the .single male from Aor the sixth abdominal segment 
lias iid median length: basal breadth ratio 1: 1.82, indicating a 
broader abdomen than in hurtteL 

The "'scars" on the carapace, whose greater development 
diidly distinguishes from humci, are in the Aor from 

uv< ii smaller than in the typical race. 

Their present colour, and my roodSection of it in life, is very' 
similar tu that described for hwm&i by Wood Mason. 

1L is ini creating to note that in respect o f the three morpho¬ 
logical characters considered the Aor form bears a similar 
relation (though hi a fm less degree) to humei as kw/mvi docs to 
viftfotor. That is to say that while of the three forms nataiis luts 
the largest carapace scars, the-fewest dactyl a r spines and the 
tnin-owosL male abdomen, in the Aur race these features mo 
respectively the smallest, most numerous and broadest* 

Family Grapsidac 
Grupsus strigusus (T-lcrbsL), 

Tfi&cu, 191SA, p, 73. 

Three small specimens* 
i'Hcliygrnpsufj minutes A.M.AE. 1 

Ti’&Ci i, 1913 A, p. 77. 

Three o vigorous females. 

Sesartim punctata (A.M.-E.) * 

Tweeuib, ifi40, p. too. 

Two males and seven females from a brackish swamp. 

My record of 1940 refers to this series. 


Family 1 lapMocardniihte 

11 iLjnducLircinufi mars up hills Stimpspn* 

Calm an, 19Q0 4 p* 4II. 

Four spedmeus collected from "galls" in a branching corn], ? 
Pucillopoya. 
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